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INTRODUCTION

Sprawled across the valley beneath the Southern wall of the old city of Jerusalem, lies the village of Silwan. Home to around 60 000 residents, half of whom are children, the densely populated and poor Palestinian neighbourhood has seen many changes over recent years (Kestler D’amours, 2010).  
The discovery of archaeological remains thought to be from the ancient City of David at the Northern tip of the neighbourhood resulted in the creation of an archaeological site. Recently, ownership of the site was handed over to the Zionist organisation Elad (Emek Shaveh, 2011). Elad’s spokesman made the organisation’s intentions in Silwan clear to the New York Times in 1998:
"Our aim is to Judaize East Jerusalem... The City of David is the most ancient core of Jerusalem and we want it to become a Jewish neighborhood." (Greenberg, 1998)
As well as attempting to demolish homes in the Al-Bustan neighbourhood to create a ‘garden of David’ (Jordan, 2008), Elad has managed to settle 500 settlers into 15 heavily guarded sites within Silwan (Hasson, 2010). Archaeologist themselves have criticised the actions of Elad saying that archaeological excavations do not justify the demolition of homes (Mizrachi, 2011).  The acquisition of property has often been concealed and controversial, with deals often done through a third party (Ir Amim, 2009). The presence of settlers, military, police and private security has led to confrontations and clashes with local residents. 

This increase in hostility has led some children to throw stones at frequently passing military or settler’s jeeps. This along with an eruption of clashes, has led to a dramatic increase in arrests, especially of children. The Wadi Hilweh Information Centre (WHIC) has documented many cases of child arrests since an eruption of clashes in September 2010 (over 50 in the first three months) (Kestler D’amours, 2010).  
The Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) report that the arrest of children under the age of 12 and their treatment as full criminal suspects goes against Israel’s own ‘youth law’(ACRI, 2011). On top of this, the manner in which children are arrested, detained and interrogated also contradicts this law. Many children are arrested in the middle of the night and are often interrogated without their parents. On top of this, there are accusations of excessive force, violence and intimidation being used by the Israeli forces against the children (ACRI, 2011).
An open letter to the prime minister from childcare experts and literary figures also notes the growing trend of detained children suffering from symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) (Isaacharoff, 2010). Medzini’s article on the children of Silwan mentions an increase in fear, nightmares and bedwetting amongst children since their arrest (Medzini, 2011). An article by Lynfield also talks of detained children having nightmares and wetting the bed, but also of the pressure felt by community members to leave the neighbourhood (Lynfield, 2010). On top of this, ACRI’s own report reveals the way in which arrests ‘seriously affect’ the children in terms of their behaviour, academic performance and living in constant fear of security forces (ACRI, 2011). 
There is evidently the need for objective research on the impact of these arrests and detainments on the families and the community as a whole. This research aims to find out the impact on families and community as well as exploring the services available in Silwan to deal with these effects. 
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METHODS
Aims and objectives
Aim: to gain a broader and deeper understanding of the how the arrest and detention of children is affecting life in Silwan, and how this is being addressed.
	OBJECTIVES
	ACTIVITIES

	1) Describe the impact of the
     children’s arrests and
     detainments on families
     and community as a whole
	Semi-structured interviews with community workers and parents of children who have been detained.
Ask about changes to the family dynamic, community spirit, general attitudes and children’s futures.

	2) Investigate the services
     available within Silwan to
     help the people affected by
     child detentions
	Semi-structured interviews with community workers and parents of children who have been detained.
Ask community workers about NGOs and their work, ask parents about services they have had and services they would like to see.

	3) Formulate appropropriate
     conclusions and
     recommendations based
     on the above information
	Triangulation and analysis of the data
Identify key issues and formulate recommendations that address these.



Thirteen parents of children who had been detained and six workers within the community were selected for semi-structured interviews. Nineteen interviews were feasible for one researcher given the time constraints. Before research started, twenty interviews were seen as a reasonable number for this scale and type of research. Parents were selected if they had a child who had been arrested and/or detained by security forces and had since been released. The children in the sample ranged in age at the time of arrest from 7 to 18 years, with most aged between 9 and 13. Community workers consisted of helpers at the community centre, a school teacher and a psychologist. Although focus group discussions had previously been planned, it was soon decided that these would be too difficult to organise.
Due to the qualitative nature of the research, sampling was purposive. Most participants were found through the Wadi Hilweh Information Centre (WHIC), but some participants were recruited through a snowball sampling method.  The sampling method aimed to be heterogeneous resulting in a wide range of children’s ages and manners in which the children were arrested and/or detained. 
Before enrolment in the study, all participants signed a consent form (see Appendix 1), which had been professionally translated into Arabic. All interviews were conducted by the researcher, using the same topic guide for each parent or community worker. Most interviews required the assistance of an interpreter. The same interpreter was used for each interview with the exception of parents 7, 8 and 9 in which a different interpreter was used. Post interview discussions with the research assistant allowed any issues or weaknesses with the interview or research to be addressed.
Interviews were recorded on a digital voice recorder and transcribed by the researcher later (see Appendix 2 for an extract of transcriptions). Interviews and participants were coded according to the order in which they were interviewed (ie. Parent 1 to 13 and Community Worker 1 to 6). In order to further maintain confidentiality, all data was kept on an encrypted pen drive and the researcher’s university M drive. 
With agreement from the host organisations and the participants, interview transcriptions were made available to the host organisations (Physicians for Human Rights and WHIC) after the researcher had finished interviews.
From the end of the first interview onwards, there was ongoing analysis of the research. Familiarization of the data was achieved by transcribing the data, re-reading the data and then creating a summary table for each participant. All transcriptions were then uploaded onto NVIVO (a powerful computer aided qualitative analysis software), which this researcher had experience using. The transcriptions were then coded into assigned ‘nodes’, which would correspond to a specific theme. The relationship between these ‘nodes’ was explored and the creation of ‘node trees’ was then performed. Thematic frameworks were then created in order to better understand the emerging themes, sub-themes, relationships and typologies. The thematic framework was then mapped for each objective (see Appendix 3 for an example of a thematic framework).
Further information on the methodology of the research, ethical issues and trustworthiness are available on request from the researcher.











RESULTS

OBJECTIVE 1 – IMPACT ON FAMILIES AND THE COMMUNITY
Family
Most parents reported a major impact of children’s detentions on the household and family dynamics. Four parents said that they were now much more cautious to let their children leave the house due to the risk of them being arrested. Some parents reported that their family life had become centred on the arrests, and that it would be all they ever talked about. 
Three of the parents (fathers) described a feeling of helplessness and guilt at not being able to protect the child, and that this affected their relationship with the child. Evidently in this culture, the father is seen as the protector of the household and the arrests help to destabilise this structure:
P6: “Something changed in his life, he used to have the image of his father as the protector... This image has broken down. He used behave [well] with his father and obey his orders but now he doesn’t because he believes that ‘you are not the protector, father’”
The increased aggression in children, parents’ cautiousness and the challenge to the authority of the father inevitably leads to tensions and conflicts within the household. Many parents talk of the emotional impact on the family as a whole, including feelings of guilt, depression and a lack of joy. Parent 5 gives an emotional description of the atmosphere at home since the arrest of his sons:
P5: “I spent 15 years raising these kids and I used to go home and see them, they [would come] to me kissing my hand and all of this stuff. I was feeling relief after the days of my work. But now I don’t have this chance. [My first child] is isolated and [my second child] is in prison, I always think about him... Every day in the morning [their mother] wakes up crying and weeping for her son. So our life tends to be misery.”
Despite most parents reporting major changes, two of the parents denied any great change within family dynamics due to the fact that arrests were commonplace within the household, and so the family were used to it.
Community
The predominant theme which was talked about with relation to the impact of child detentions on the general atmosphere within the community was that of feeling unsafe and constantly under pressure. Most people, especially the children, feel constantly under threat of being arrested as arrests can happen at any time in any place, including at school:
P3/CW1: “And where did they catch him? Inside of his school. So school doesn’t protect you, houses don’t protect you, father doesn’t protect you nothing.”
Other changes in the atmosphere in Silwan are difficult to directly attribute to child detentions, with the exception of the depiction of the neighbourhood becoming increasingly suspicious. Some parents and community workers talked about the increasing amount of suspiciousness, and attributed it directly to the interrogation of children. Community Worker 2 talks about how the police will tell children of others who gave the child’s name during interrogation, and how this has created numerous conflicts between families. This tactic evidently succeeds in creating tension within the neighbourhood.
Amongst the participants there is almost universal agreement that the detention of children has increased the hostility and anger of the community towards the Israeli authorities, and that clashes and confrontations have increased as a result. The hatred appears to not only be deeper, but also more generalised towards all Israelis or even Jewish people in general, according to Parent 2. Worryingly, this sort of generalised hatred appears to exist not only in the minds of adults but also in children, as the psychologist found out while discussing wishes for the future with children:
CW5: “I had ... ten kids here and we were talking about dreams or whatever and only one of them said ‘Oh I would like to have a pool’ ... and the rest of them said; ‘weapons, tanks, knives; we wanna kill them’. And they were between 8 and 11 years old.”
Children’s future
The standard of education was evidently worsened by detentions, but according to many participants there had already been a deterioration:
CW4: “If you ask me now about the university students in Silwan ... I count them [spreads hands] on my fingers. But [ten years ago], we used to have at least one hundred graduates from university... one hundred to two hundred”
Some respondents say there being an atmosphere of fear, the constant conflict has made the next generation fearless. For example, Community Worker 1 describes how children go right up to an Israeli police car during confrontations in contrast to the first Intifada, when activists kept a distance. Six parents point out the fact that a police record will have a detrimental effect on the children’s future careers, as most employment within Israel involves a security check. Some participants see this as one more reason for children not to make an effort at school. 
With no employment, no education, grievances and no sense of fear, many participants paint a bleak picture of what the future holds for the next generation:
P2: “you have two ways: the chance to be a good boy; its zero ... The people don’t have jobs, don’t have business. What do you do? ... you get the stone like this ... or go and you see a car, you take the car, or you see money, you take the money. That’s it, that’s it. Zero ... percent to become [good].”
Many foresee a deepening crisis with escalations of violence, conflict and hatred:
P3/CW1: “And I think that this generation is very different from our generation ... Israel should be very careful how they treat them. They should treat them nicely, if they go on treating them this way this generation is going to be the next army that is going to ... fight. And they don’t believe in the existence in the state of Israel, because they don’t see ... any hope of peace... I think this generation will be very difficult to deal with on all levels; on a political level, a social level and a cultural level.” 



Reasons for Israel’s actions
When asked about the possible reasons for Israel’s increase in arrests and detentions, the parents and community workers had two main arguments.
Firstly, six out of thirteen parents and three out of six community workers specifically talked about Israel’s underlying intentions being to evacuate Silwan. As well as trying to induce fear in families through detaining their children, participants named several other measures taken by the Israeli authorities that they thought also added pressure on the citizens to leave Silwan:
P5: “They come to our area, detain our children, kill our children, beat our children. Because they believe that Silwan is for the Jew, they try to make all pressures and burdens on Silwani people, to make them evacuate the area.”
Secondly, some parents describe the actions of Israel as trying to provoke more hatred and confrontations against them. Some participants accuse Israelis of stirring up violence themselves in an attempt to start clashes. 
CW5: “Obviously the soldiers, the police, they provoke children to do something wrong, whatever it might be. They use harsh language, they use whatever they can to make boys pick up stones and throw them around so they have a chance to arrest them. [Once this cycle has started] it’s very difficult to get these children out...”










OBJECTIVE 2 – SERVICES AVAILABLE
A large proportion of the participants mentioned how they felt there was a lack of services available to support the detained children. While some said they felt there was no services whatsoever (or that they were unaware of any), others talked about the lack of capacity in current services to deal with a neighbourhood of this size. 
CW6: “The services that are provided for these kids are simple and partial. You cannot even mention it. We respect any initiative that gives services to these kids, we respect them. We appreciate all these services ... But this cannot be mentioned in consideration [of] the greatness of this phenomenon.”
Some parents and all community workers mention the community centre comprising of the Wadi Hilweh Information Centre as well as Madaa Silwan. The information centre documents and follows up each child’s arrest, offers advice and support to parents, and provides ‘credible’ information for the media:
CW4: “It is a very good centre for giving the right information about every detailed action happened by the Israeli forces against the children, against everything in Silwan. So it is very informative, and it has a high credibility. Even the newspapers in Jerusalem, [don’t] publish any news about Silwan until [they are] certain it is coming from the Silwani centre, the information centre.”
Whilst the centre’s work is appreciated by parents and community workers, its limitations are also talked about. As well as the limited capacity, participants also mention its inability to be immune from Israeli pressure:
P3/CW1: “We have a little small community centre that is serving 460 children and we give our services for free. We can’t cover a neighbourhood of 55 000 Palestinians. And even this little small community centre Israel is putting pressure on it. Every second week they attack the centre and arrest there...”
 Psychological support was mentioned by a number of parents as an important service they lack. There is currently no freely available psychological support service within Silwan; even according to the newly arrived psychologist herself, the availability is ‘zero, more or less’. Parents 1 and 9 mentioned taking their child to see a doctor regarding their emotional problems but they were both struggling to afford these psychological services, with Parent 9 having to pay 150 shekels an hour. Parent 13 mentioned an international NGO that had offered psychological support, but her son had only attended one session so far.
 The newly arrived psychologist (from a German development NGO) also mentioned two other difficulties relating to access. Firstly, the unsafe atmosphere means that many families prioritise physical security to such an extent that they fail to acknowledge the importance of psychological security as well, and so do not access services which their children need. Secondly, the suspicious nature of the neighbourhood made it difficult for social workers to gain sufficient access to the community:
CW5: “Social workers who have their degrees. They have their degrees through the Israeli school system which means they are attached to the Israeli administration, which means when they work with families; [families think] ‘How do I know that they don’t use this information to actually get back to my family again?’  So the community is very, very cautious and careful to actually seek these kinds of services provided by certain organisations”
Despite this, Madaa is trying to build up psychosocial support through community members. The psychologist will train social workers to identify ‘red flags’ in children’s behaviour , which are indicative signs of deeper emotional distress, and will be able to refer these children on to appropriate care.
Madaa Silwan also is a centre for various creative projects and activities aimed at ‘giving [the children] a little part of their childhood back. Again, despite the centre’s popularity and appreciation amongst the parents, the capacity of the centre is still small. Apart from a small activity centre in Bustan and a playground vulnerable to police raids, participants generally agree that there simply isn’t enough space for children to play away from the streets. Six of the parents and the community workers also specifically talked about the need for more play areas to keep the children from causing trouble and to allow them to ‘express themselves’ and let out some energy:
CW4: “[We need]centres for entertainment, we don’t have anything here... It will help lower the tension between the children and the Israeli forces. If we have places to play with they won’t bother themselves to spend their time throwing stones.”
Some participants also outlined the need for financial support as well, due to the high cost of lawyers, the release charge, transport and other fines. However, Community Worker 6 acknowledges that ‘we don’t have the financial support that [can] cover our needs’.
The need for legal support, advocacy and international pressure was also talked about. Parent 11, for example, talks about the solidarity and support from the UNDP and human rights groups but describes it as ‘not enough but better than nothing’. Many participants, especially the community workers, feel that the Silwani people are not being supported enough from the outside. While the Silwan Information Centre has contact with good lawyers, there is a demand for legal pressure from NGOs and the international community:
P6: “The Israelis they came here with a legal way to [take] the children from here. Who can stop them? We need some people to stop the Israelis, to [argue with them how they should be using] the law.”
Although the decline in education was widely described, relatively few participants talked about improving the education system for the children. Parent 9 suggested that the importance of going to school should form part of an outreach initiative within the community, while Community Member 6 also described the importance of education:
CW6: Any community which has a lack of academic people is going to be considered an [ignorant] community, and a follower, not a leader... Let’s be logical and say that science is the largest and biggest weapon that every community could have.”
Most participants attributed many of the difficulties and problems to the occupation, with five participants alluding to the need for Israeli policy to change for the problem of child detentions to be fully addressed. 
















DISCUSSION

There is no doubt that the arrests have resulted in significant and detrimental changes to the behaviour, personality, mood and attitude of the children in Silwan. While some children become ‘closed off’ (socially withdrawn and isolated), others ‘act out’ (become disobedient and aggressive) in response to their detention. According to the Parent’s statements there many symptoms which are strongly suggestive of psychological trauma, such as nightmares, bed wetting and worsening academic performance. Academic performance appears to be particularly badly affected by these detentions. On top of this, the detentions create more anger and the hatred becomes more generalised. 
The knock on effect of these arrests is already affecting the families and the community, and will doubtless affect the futures of these children. The loss of the father’s authority, the increased cautiousness and the change in the child all contribute to the family’s difficulty in coming to terms with what has happened. As a result, the community as a whole feels constantly unsafe and suspicious. However, this does little to distract them from the anger and hatred they feel towards the Israeli forces, and the detentions have caused the tensions to escalate.
Child detentions are just one of the many methods being used by the Israeli authorities to pressurize the citizens of Silwan into moving away. Other methods include the house demolitions, the occupation, the settlements, the fines, the permits and the inequalities in service provision. This aspiration to evacuate Silwan of Palestinians is shared by Elad, who as described in the introduction, talk of wanting to Judaize the City of David. The idea of provoking the residents into clashes is an effective means of depicting Israelis as the victims, and of Palestinians as the aggressors. It is the images of ‘out of control’ Arabs in clashes which can be used to frame the Palestinians as ‘barbarians’, in order to gain sympathy and support for the tough Israeli policies.
There is evidently a lack of services available for these children in Silwan. While its activities and actions are effective, the WHIC and Madaa centre are limited by their lack of capacity to expand to cover the whole neighbourhood area. The red flag system proposed by the psychologist is an especially useful system due to its ability to not overstretch resources, and to sidestep issues regarding access. However, this is as yet not up and running and so the psychological support within Silwan currently remains close to non-existent.
It is evident that with regard to some of the participants’ comments about hyperactivity, there needs to be more space and more opportunities to make sure children let out their energy, express themselves, enjoy themselves and most importantly, have things to do which keep them off the streets. Many of the children appear to get caught up in clashes as a result of being out on the street with nothing to do. There were many different suggestions as to what could be done; build a playground, an activity centre, a theatre. The difficulties arise again because of a paucity of funding, but also because of the lack of space and the complex process of permits. 
Advocacy and international awareness would help the situation in a number of ways. First of all, as many of the participants have described, it is only the international community that can apply pressure to affect Israeli policies. A well structured advocacy campaign would therefore help to increase international awareness of the situation in Silwan. However, despite the recent ACRI report exposing the actions of Israeli police as against their own law, it is unlikely to result in a change of policy. The West Bank barriers, the annexation of East Jerusalem and the blockade of Gaza are all policies which have been described as illegal by international authorities, but have not yielded any significant response. Secondly, even if such a campaign would not result in a change in policy, it would help to establish solidarity and support from outside; something that has been lacking for many participants. Thirdly, increasing awareness would help to work against the Israeli technique of trying to paint itself as the victim. Finally, increased awareness would evidently result in more attention from NGOs, and the possibility of more financial support. With more financial support, issues such as community centre lacking capacity, and the need for a playground can be addressed.
The general decline in educational achievement is obviously a worrying issue. As Community Worker 6 implied, education is the greatest weapon. Education brings with it livelihood opportunities, smart decisions, empowerment, and the opportunity for more effective political pressure to be orchestrated. The lack of it brings disorder, a loss of direction and little sympathy from the international community. There are two main setbacks to educational achievement at the moment: Firstly, the condition of most schools is poor, with packed classrooms and bad behaviour; Secondly, as Community Worker 1 describes, it is all very well talking about non-violent means and peaceful protests, but without international pressure there is no hope for change. The reality is that Palestinians have been trying for years to resist the occupation peacefully, but to no avail. Once again, the need for international awareness and political pressure is the underlying issue. 
While Israeli policy continues to lack scrutiny and accountability, the situation in Silwan will only get worse.












Limitations
The small sample size was unavoidable due to the limited time and resources, and many findings were still evident. However, the comparison and contrast of children ‘closing off’ and children ‘acting out’ could have been clearer, had there been a larger sample. The manner in which children were arrested and detained was not explored in much detail, as it was not directly relevant to any objectives. However, this information would have been useful in comparing and contrasting between children who had had similar experiences whilst in detention. For example, people who had been treated with excessive force may have reacted a certain way.
Many interviews were conducted with other people present. This was usually because of the lack of space, meaning that a parent’s children would often also be in the room at the same time. This evidently compromises the interviewee’s confidentiality. Before each interview, the consent form was read and it was made clear that the interviewee had the right not to give certain information if they were uncomfortable with it.
The language barrier was also a big issue. The need for an interpreter meant that the flow of conversation was interrupted, and that certain ideas would be lost in translation. To minimise this, the topic guide and a list of questions the researcher was likely to ask were professionally translated beforehand. These translations were then given to the interpreter so that they could ask accurate questions more fluently.
The Hawthorne effect is unavoidable to a certain extent, though the interviewees were all made aware of the fact that the data would be shared with the WHIC. There was perhaps some pressure to only say good things about the WHIC. Because of this, the importance of giving their honest opinion and the fact that their opinions would not compromise their relationship with the WHIC were explained to each participant. 
Flashbacks were a difficult symptom to positively identify, as interviews were not with the children themselves, but their parents. The children may not have fully explained their flashbacks to their parents, as many parents described their children becoming suddenly nervous or panicked at the thought, sight or sound of the police. Also, when parents talked of their children waking up crying or screaming when in bed, this may have been a flashback. 





CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Detaining children is just one of many methods being used by the Israeli authorities to pressurize the citizens of Silwan into moving away. Child’s arrests are also a provocation, luring some residents into anger fuelled clashes which is an effective means of depicting Israelis as the victims, and of Palestinians as the aggressors.
There is no doubt that the arrests have resulted in significant and detrimental changes to the behaviour, personality, mood and attitude of the children in Silwan. Many parents are now reporting symptoms which are strongly suggestive of psychological trauma, such as nightmares, bed wetting and worsening academic performance. While some children become socially withdrawn and isolated, others become disobedient and aggressive.
The knock on effect of these arrests is already affecting the families and the community, and will doubtless affect the futures of these children. The arrests will worsen educational achievement; will reduce job opportunities in the future; and most importantly will stay in the minds of these children. We are already seeing worsening tensions and increased hatred directly as a result of the child arrests, but if the arrests continue, a very bleak picture starts to emerge. The next generation of adults will be unemployed, poorly educated, aggrieved and fearless; providing the ideal setting for a drastic escalation of violence and confrontations.
There is a lack of services available for these children. Other than a small community centre, there is little in the way of sustained and established support; there is little in the way of psychological support; there is little in the way of financial support; there is little in the way of activities to let the children express themselves, to keep them off the streets and to let out some energy. Unless these issues are seriously addressed, Silwan may well spiral out of control. The following recommendations reflect the findings of the research:
· Call on Israeli authorities to stop disregarding its own ‘Youth Law’, specifically with regard to:
- Article 9 – minor entitled to have parent present at interrogation
- Article 9 – arrest of minor should be made during day (only with valid exceptions)
- Article 9 – interrogation should not be at night
- Article 10 – arrest as a last resort, taking the suspect’s age and well-being into account
- Section 34 of criminal code – child under 12 should not be treated as full criminal suspect 

· Support Madaa’s attempts to create a psychological referral structure based around a ‘red flag’ system for social workers

· A well conducted advocacy campaign to increase awareness and attention internationally, focussing on:
- The Israeli authority’s failure to obey the Youth Law
- The damaging effect arrests and detentions are having on children’s well-being
- The need for more services and financial support
· Support Madaa in the construction of a playground and encourage all attempts to offer Silwani children space for activities and an outlet of energy

· Lobby and campaign for better quality schools, aiming to reduce class size and improve behaviour















APPENDIX I
Consent form for Parents in English
Study title: The Impact of Detaining Children in Silwan, East Jerusalem.
My name is Misha Gray and I am a student at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM). As a part of my masters degree in Humanitarian Studies, I will be conducting research with the Wadi Hilweh Information Center (WHIC) and Physicians for Human Rights (PHR).
The aim of this research is to find out about Palestinians’ views on the detention of children in Silwan, the effects of this, and how humanitarian organisations are addressing this issue. The research is objective and has no political or financial motivations, and is not related to policy making or changes in the service delivery of organisations.
You have been selected because you are a parent of a child who was recently detained, and you live in Silwan.  The research will involve interviews with members of the community in order to better understand people’s opinions and experiences regarding this issue. Everybody’s opinion is valued, confidential and will not be judged.
The location and timing of interviews will be decided by you, and should last for less than one hour. 
The interviews will be recorded with a digital voice recorder and then transcribed for later analysis. You may refuse to answer questions, and you have the right to withdraw from the study at any time. Withdrawal from the study will not affect your relationship with any organisations within the community.
During the interviews, some of the topics covered may be perceived as sensitive or upsetting to some people. Taking part in the study may also cause some inconvenience, and so there will be a small reimbursement for any transport costs etc.
All information will be kept confidential, with all collected data either locked away or password protected. Your details will be anonymised and coded as soon as possible, and only myself and my research assistants will know your details. The data collected from the study may be looked at from individuals from the LSTM and regulatory authorities.  On completion of the research, a summary of the basic findings will be available for you on request. Copies of the completed study will be given to WHIC, PHR and to the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. No person taking part in the study will be identified in any of these documents.
By signing this form, you are agreeing to take part in this study and are indicating that you understand the terms of participation, and that you have not been subject to coercion in giving this consent. Any feedback is both welcomed and encouraged. For any further queries, please contact me by email: m.gray1@student.liv.ac.uk
	Name of participant

	Name of consent taker

	...............................................................................
	...............................................................................


	Signature of participant

	Signature of consent taker

	...............................................................................
	...............................................................................


	Date signed

	Date signed

	...............................................................................
	...............................................................................


APPENDIX II
An extract of transcription from interview with Parent 6
...
And emotionally what’s he like nowadays? Do you think he’s changed?
He’s more violent now. He makes troubles with his teachers and colleagues. Something changed in his life, he used to have the image of his father as the protector. After he’s been shot this image has broken down. He used behave [well] with his father and obey his orders but now he doesn’t because he believes that ‘you are not the protector, father’
How about his relationship with his friends and the other people his age?
He makes troubles with everybody, first of all. Secondly he tends to be so sensitive. Anybody who pushes his hand a little bit, he starts to cry. 
And has his attitude towards the current political situation and the Israeli forces changed as a result of what happened?
Of course he has deep hatred [towards] the Israeli forces and the settlers here. He also can’t reflect his angers and thoughts, so he keeps them inside which puts him in very big pressure. 
And how have these changes in the child’s personality and behaviour affected life at home with the family?
The settler shot me the first time and went away and then came back and shot me a second time. I realised that he [wanted] to destroy the basis, the base of the house which is the father, so since that event everything was destroyed in the family. My second son witnessed the shooting of his father. And he tried to avenge his father’s shooting but he couldn’t. When they took [the second son], they were aware that [the father’s] family bought a lawyer and told him that they acted incorrectly, with the first one. So they try to make it... they lowered the tone with the biggest one. If you [look at] the life of [first son] you may say that 70% of his life changed but when you talk about [second son] you have to say that 100% of his life changed.
...




APPENDIX III
An initial diagram of the basic thematic framework for Objective 1
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