Open Letter in Support of the Women of the United States of America
We have recently learned of an expected ruling by the United States Supreme Court that is likely to overturn
the landmark Roe V Wade ruling of 1973, which provided legal recognition of a woman’s right to terminate
her pregnancy. The annulment of this ruling will be a severe blow to the basic rights of women over their own
bodies, their lives, and their ability to make their own decisions and independently set their futures. Roe V
Wade has saved the lives of countless women, who until then had been ostracized in their communities due to
an unplanned pregnancy in the best case, and had paid with their lives following illegal and unsafe abortions,
in the worst.
The new ruling may eliminate the right to terminate a pregnancy in any situation, and leave the decision to
lawmakers in each individual state. This will set society 50 years back, to a time when women whose financial
circumstances allowed it would travel to states where abortion was legal and undergo a safe medical
procedure, while women living in poverty and women from marginalized communities would be forced to
risk their health and their very lives. As history teaches us, women carrying unwanted pregnancies will always
find a way to terminate them.
This decision is a flagrant violation of human rights, deprives women of control over their own reproductive
systems, and may lead to limitations and prohibitions in other countries, including Israel. We will not agree
to having our rights taken away, and we are committed to continuing the battle for every woman’s right to live
a healthy, secure and dignified life.
We, in the coalition of organizations dedicated to annulling pregnancy termination committees in Israel,
express our complete support for the movement to preserve women’s reproductive rights in the United States
and the world, and stand beside the activists, legislators, judges, and of course, the women who seek and need
abortions. We are appalled at the severe actions taken against women at this time and understand their political
and social influence over the lives of American women.
We stand beside them and state unequivocally – our rights, our bodies and our freedom are nonnegotiable!
For 45 years the Israeli law has outlawed abortion, unless a woman receives permission to terminate her
pregnancy following an “abortion committee”. Doctors who perform abortions are forced to act in opposition
to their professional ethics, and to cooperate with the many obstacles placed by the system before any woman
who wishes to terminate her pregnancy for any reason. As we worriedly watch the events in the United States,
and the deterioration in women’s rights which is reaching new levels these very days, we are concerned that
the indifference on the part of the Israeli public and our elected officials will allow a continued erosion of our
rights. This new low point must be a wake-up call.
In solidarity,
The Coalition for the Annulment of Pregnancy Termination Committees in Israel:
Achoti | ACRI (Association for Civil Rights Israel) | Briah Foundation: Promoting women's rights in healthcare | Center for Women's Justice |
Dr. Hedva Eyal| HealthyHer - Feminist Medicine | Isha L’Isha (Woman to Woman) Haifa | Itach – Maaaki: Women Lawyers for Social Justice |
Joanne Zack Pakes | Kayan - Palestinian Feminist Organization | Ladaat Choose Well | NA’AMAT- Movement of Working Women &
Volunteers | Open Door – The Israeli Family Planning Association | Physicians for Human Rights–Israel | Prof. Noya Rimalt | Sharon Orshalimy
| The Forum for Gender, Law and Policy | The Israel Women's Network | Together Kulan | Women and Their Bodies | Zazim – Community.
Action

